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Welcome to the summer 2020 edition of the
Newsletter. Many High Legh people have been
very active during “lockdown” and as an older
person, I must say a personal thank you to
all our neighbours, who have helped out with
shopping and creating a really friendly, supportive
atmosphere in Venables Way.
This issue provides a variety of perspectives on what
members of the High Legh community have experienced,
and indications of organisation’s plans for the months ahead.
In recent weeks roads are becoming busier, with cycles as
well as cars. Will families continue to use 2 wheels? We still
see a lot of walkers and runners through High Legh, but have
you seen Everly? Outdoor sports are gathering pace at High
Legh’s Golf club, Tennis club and Bowling club – will you join
them? High Legh Preschool and Primary school are working
hard to support our children, despite the difficulties. Have
you seen what our primary school and their PTA have done
to help NHS staff?
This newsletter aims to give a taste of the range of interests
and activities throughout our small community of about
700 homes. Thank you to all contributors, including Mark
Edwardson with his artwork and the many distributors who
are kindly helping deliver this issue to your doors. Thank you
to our advertisers – we hope your businesses will soon be up
to steam again. We realise more than ever, how important it
is to have local services.
You can always get a downloaded version of Newsletters
from www.highlegh.org.uk if you want to send it to friends
across the country (or the world). You could participate by
writing articles, taking photos or even updating the website.
Thank you to all the additional contributors to this surprisingly
newsy edition.

Jenny Pearce Editor Tel: 01925 756171 or
Email: jennifer.pearce@talktalk.net
The opinions expressed are those of contributors, and not
necessarily those of HLCA.
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• KITCHENS
• BATHROOMS
• BEDROOMS
• HOME STUDIES
Over the past 35 years Merilyn has been
harnessing her skills and resources to
bring innovative and inspirational designs
to her clients.
Her experience and that of her design
team ranges from one-off pieces to whole
house projects. Merilyn’s unrivalled passion
and ability to understand her clients’ needs
and aspirations is a breath of fresh air.

BESPOKE | LIFESTYLE | INNOVATIVE | INTERIORS
64 Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 0AG

T: 0151 342 2144/7 M: 07773 540888 E: merilyn@merilynphillips.co.uk
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HIGH LEGH COVID
VOLUNTEERS
It has now been over three months since over 70
amazing volunteers came together to provide support
to those in our Parish who may need assistance during
the Covid crisis, and it is perhaps time to pay tribute to
those volunteer ‘street champions’ who have helped our
community in this difficult time.

A survey of our Street Champions found that they feel that
High Legh is the best place to live at the moment. The
whole community has been brought much closer together
as a result of Covid 19 with these amazing volunteers helping to provide much needed
support to those who are vulnerable, on their own, or isolating.
Numerous requests for help have been received from picking up shopping and prescriptions,
posting mail, dog walking and even just having a friendly voice to chat to. Street Champions
are happy to do all they can to help others and we really appreciate them doing so.
It is also worth saying we are not out of the woods yet, as I fear that as restrictions are
eased we may yet see a second wave of infections, and would encourage all to maintain
precautions and heed the government advice.
A special mention to Parish Councillor Gail Coenen for taking the lead in setting up the
High Legh Volunteers and Councillor John Tuck for the making of seventy badges for all the
volunteers as well as a thank you to the rest of the ‘admin’ team working behind the scenes
to support our champs!
To have had such a great response from members of the community is wonderfully
encouraging and to the seventy Street Champions and admin team a massive thank you
from High Legh Parish Council on behalf of all the parish.
The WhatsApp group, Facebook, web page and admin group have also been used for other
help such as plumbers phone numbers, finding a handy man, household appliance faults,
lost animals, organising virtual events, Easter egg hunt, virtual VE day celebrations, flute
concert etc. All these uses have brought people together and I hope that in the future we
can, as a community, develop this support and information network and encourage residents
to join and share knowledge and help. It only takes a few mins to reply to a text and can be
really helpful to people.
I would hope that when this crisis is over it bodes very well for the future, to work together to
face further challenges and crisis, such as climate change, HS2, and more.
When eventually we return to some sort of normality, I look forward to the volunteer group
coming together and perhaps finding ways of working for a better future.
Thank you all, stay safe and keep well.
Nigel Hennerley
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UNLOCKING HIGH LEGH
VILLAGE HALL
The government announced that from July 6th
“Community Centres” can reopen. But, the ban continues
on indoor dance, fitness classes, “soft play”, performances
and parties with people from more than 2 households. So,
for almost all the activities that people enjoy in our Village
Hall, we still have to wait until the law changes.
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Our preparations to welcome people back include:
• Develop and publish a Risk Analysis to identify actions required
to control the risks of Covid 19 spreading to users of our Village Hall.
• Revise cleaning plans, order equipment, define access routes, install signage.
• Helen has spoken with Hall Hirers and nearly all are keen to return as soon
as possible. We expect to work with them to make sure the risk analysis and
actions that they will need to do, fits changing government guidelines and
the HLCA preparations. We all need to work together consistently, to keep
everybody safe.
• Do maintenance activities – so the wooden main hall floor has been
refurbished. It is looking very good. We also plan to arrange damp proofing
and electrical changes.
• Hall Booking Conditions updated to take account of government regulations
and advice on Covid 19.
There will be changes in the way we need to act within the Hall for everybody to feel safe.
However, we hope to make things as friendly and welcoming as possible. This horrible
disease has changed many lives and caused much suffering. Until a vaccine or a treatment
regime is developed, it will remain a major threat, particularly to the older members of our
community. But, if we continue to help each other and focus on what we can do, we can all
make the best of the facilities we have here High Legh.
Do keep an eye on www.highlegh.org.uk and What’s On where we plan to publish when
groups are starting up again.
Do contact Helen on 07703 194052 if your group wants to do leisure activities indoors that
are permitted by the Coronavirus regulations. We will give priority to returning regular hall
users and to High Legh residents.
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HIGH LEGH SUNDAY TEAS
By now we should have been half way through
the High Legh Sunday Teas season but sadly
due to Government Restrictions our Village
Hall has been closed. Although we plan to
open the Hall in September, Sunday Teas
will still not be able to start again because of
the limitations on numbers in the Hall and the
safety of volunteers and guests.
We hope that we will be back to normal next
year and we will be able to welcome the many
people that come to High Legh Sunday Teas
to enjoy a fabulous spread of sandwiches and
homemade cakes. The restarting of Teas will
also mean that the many groups and charities
that run Teas will able to raise money for their
organisations.
I hope that the many bakers are still enjoying
making cakes to enjoy with friends and family.

Trish Adams.

COFFEE & FRIENDSHIP
To all the supporters of the Coffee and Friendship mornings
we would like to say how sorry we are that due to current
government directives it still means that we are not able to host the
very popular coffee mornings. Although it is planned that the Village Hall will open
in September, Coffee and Friendship will not restart while restrictions on numbers of
people meeting up and social distancing rules are still in place. The safety of our guests
and volunteers is very important. We hope that as restrictions are lifted you are able to see
friends and family and enjoy some coffee and cake with them. For those who may need help
at this difficult time, the High Legh Street Champions are there to help. Our very Best Wishes
to you all.

Our very Best Wishes to you all.
Doreen & Trish
©High Legh Community Association 2020 | Registered Charity No 511391
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200
Club

The final “Big” draw of the 200 club for 2019/2020 has
taken place and this is sadly also the final draw of the
200 club scheme in its present form. The Community
Association has decided that because the agents,
(half of whom are over 70) cannot safely collect subs,
which are mostly in cash, with the present covid-19
restrictions, and so the scheme must end.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the agents who have collected money and
recruited new members over the approximately 40 years that the scheme has been running.
Of course the 200 Club would not have been a success without the 200 members who have
paid into the scheme, originally at a cost of £6 per year, and then £10 a year from 2009.
The money raised has always been split 50:50 between prize money and money for the
Community Association. With just 200 members there should be a good chance of winning
one of the 20 prizes awarded each year but I know that a lot of people have never won and
some of you have been lucky winners several times but that’s the luck of the draw!!
Some of the money raised for the Community Association has gone to towards the many
improvements and innovations made to our Village Hall, which is such a valuable amenity
for the community, and the rest has gone to support other HLCA activities like printing the
Newsletter, running events and providing small grants to support education, leisure and
social activities in High Legh.
The 200 Club has been a good way to raise money while giving the chance to win money
and we may launch a similar scheme in the future if we need to do some fund raising and
can make use of safe means of collecting funds.

Trish Adams.
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200Club WINNERS
THE

in 4th draw for
2019/20 on
29th June are
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1 £250 174 Mrs K. Broad
2 £100 16
3 £50
4 £25
5 £25

Mrs D. Walker
12 Mrs P. Orphin
105 M.M. Beardwood
61 P.A. Edwards
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RIDGEWAY CONTINUES TO BE OPEN FOR
BUSINESS BY EMAIL & PHONE. PLEASE CONTACT
PAULA FOR PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE”

GET 10% OF SALE FEES DONATED TO
HIGH LEGH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
To celebrate 32 years, Ridgeway Residential are
offering 10% of sale fees to be donated to High Legh
Community Association or your chosen local charity.
Applicable on all new instructions with this advert.
Example: On a selling fee of £1,500 a donation of £150
generated for your chosen charity on completion.

32
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HIGH LEGH PRE-SCHOOL

ROSEMEAD

The past few months have been some of the most testing for pre-school as we’ve faced
the challenges posed by the Coronavirus crisis. With a very heavy heart we had to
temporarily close our doors on April 1 as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. With a lack
of Government financial support available for nurseries, we knew we’d have a battle on
our hands to be able to re-open our pre-school and welcome back our children when
the time came.
The closure and lockdown also meant we missed out on thousands of pounds worth
of income normally raised through fundraisers over the spring and summer months,
leaving us in a financially precarious situation. Determined not to have to close the
doors permanently, our committee and parents launched a major fundraising drive to
help give us a fighting chance of being able to reopen when it was safe to do so.
From our successful 2.6 charity challenge to the recent High Legh High Teas event,
we’ve managed to raise more than £4,000, which is a fantastic achievement and we’d
like to say a massive thank you to the parents and the wider community who have
supported us in our efforts. Behind the scenes, our parent-led committee were working
hard to secure additional grant funding and ensure we had the necessary Covid-safe
measures in place to be able to reopen safely. We’re delighted to say that everyone’s
efforts paid off and we officially re-opened our doors and welcomed back our wonderful
staff and children on June 16th.

NEW OUTDOOR SHELTERS SO THE
CHILDREN CAN BE OUTSIDE AS MUCH
AS POSSIBLE

THANK
YOU!
Page
Page10
10

We’d like to say a huge thank you to Cheshire Community
Foundation, High Legh Educational Trust and Richard
Cornwall-Legh for providing grant funding, which has
enabled us to put the necessary measures in place to
reopen. Our priority throughout has been the safety and
wellbeing of our children and staff, and we always said we
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would only open our doors once we could do so safely. The grant funding, which totalled
£4,000, has enabled us to create a new outdoor area complete with shelters and additional
outdoor learning resources so we can maximise our wonderful outside space and keep
children outdoors as much as possible.
We have formed two ‘bubbles’ for the children and implemented a series of new Covid
good practice measures and procedures to minimise any risk. We’re pleased to say that the
children have adapted very well to the new set-up and have been spending most of the time
outside, taking part in lots of fun activities including bug hunts, water play and planting.
It has been fantastic to see pre-school brought back to life, to see the children reunited
with their friends and teachers and to hear the sound of their laughter and happy chatter
once again. We’ve seen some exciting new staff changes, with our former Deputy Manager
Ellis Starkey taking over the reins as Manager, and Denise Haven stepping up to Deputy
Manager.
Plans for the opening of our new baby room had to be put on hold due to the pandemic, but
we’re now planning to launch it in September, when we’ll be providing care for babies from
six months old. Limited spaces are still available for both the baby room and the wider preschool, so we’d urge you to get in touch to secure your child’s place.
We had also planned our very own High Legh Festival and Graduation for our children due
to go to school in September, but this has also been postponed. We intend to run the event
once it’s safe to do so, so keep an eye on our Facebook page for further updates.
We are also looking for new committee members and trustees, which you can find out more
information about further down this page.

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT US ON NURSERY
HIGHLEGH@GMAIL.COM OR CALL 01925 756061.
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HIGH LEGH SCHOOL PTA
With families juggling home-working and
home-schooling, the last few months have felt
very busy, despite there being no PTA events.
Children have really missed the chance to
meet up together, but it’s given them time
to experience new things like online Zoom
birthday parties and learning the etiquette
of online meetings. My 6-year-old daughter
announced the other day ‘Mum, there’s no
need to tell me it’s rude to burp, I already mute
Zoom meetings before I burp’ ……a good skill
for working life!.
The High Legh parent’s NHS
Support Group, set up by
Emma Greenwood in March, has
expanded, with help and donations
from across the High Legh and
Pickmere communities. We’d like
to thank all the parents, children
and residents who have regularly
baked and sewn, created amazing
artwork cards and donated muchneeded hand creams and toiletries.
We’d particularly like to thank
Gwen Smith who has spent many
hours sewing wash bags and face
mask bands for nurses, as well as
sewing pairs of felt hearts. The felt
hearts have been given by people
to loved ones in hospital/care
homes whom they aren’t able to
visit. Sometimes it’s a tiny gift that
makes the biggest difference to
someone’s day.
Page 12
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Hundreds of donations have been sent near and far, including the MRI, Wythenshawe
Hospital, Trafford General, Newton Community Hospital, Liverpool Head and Neck Centre,
Daneside Mews Nursing Home, Alder Hey, Watling Medical Practice, Spire Manchester,
Aceso Homecare, St Mary’s Hospital, Liverpool Heart and Chest Unit, Layton Medical Centre,
Blackpool Victoria Hospital, Aintree Hospital, Warrington Hospital, Westmorland Hospital and,
of course, High Legh Primary School which has been open for key workers’ children.
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After long shifts, NHS staff have tweeted messages
of thanks. They very much appreciate the continuous
support through lockdown. When things return to normal,
the MRI have invited the High Legh children to visit to see
how a busy hospital runs and to meet some of the NHS
key workers who have helped care for so many people.
Thank you to Emma Greenwood who formed the NHS support group. It has inspired others
to come together to make a difference, and by doing this together, our donations have been
reached people much further afield than our local community.
We hope all High Legh school children and families are keeping well. Enjoy the summer
sunshine and hope to see you back at school before too long!

Best wishes for 2020, Rebecca Booth and Emma Openshaw
(Co-chairs of High Legh PTA) To keep in touch or contact the PTA:
https://www.facebook.com/HighLeghPrimarySchoolPTA

or email team@highleghpta.org

WORKING FROM HOME

During this difficult time we are still here to support you and expand our services to help

To help you keep selling we have created our “Keep Trading” Package
Our “KEEP TRADING” offer is ONLY
available to SME’s with under 30 employees
at £49 per month to help them keep trading!

Key Features
• The 3-page website from
Only £49 per month*

•F
 ully integrated into
Facebook
• PayPal/Stripe integration

• Up to 25 products listed

• Wide Selection of themes

• SEO optimise content

• Min 12 months contract

If you have any questions or queries please call
07823 550973 or visit mustangmarketing.co.uk to
see exactly what this package includes.
Page 14
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GEORGIE’S PETS ’N’ PONIES

PETS
PONIES
ETS’N’’N’
PONIES

et sitting service

et sitting service

Premium pet sitting service

*QUALIFIED AT REASEHEATH COLLEGE

Local
pet
sitter
FULLY INSURED
& CRB
CHECKED and dog walker

Georgie
Pets ‘N’’s
Ponies

walker
walker
- £7 1/2 hour REFERENCES
£10 full hour
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Equine services - from mucking out
mucking
daily visits out to schooling
to schooling

sits
and/or
liveholiday
in available
ing yard
duties,
cover, schooling,

en goats!

FIND
ME ON
FACEBO
OK

Holiday cover - daily visits and/or
live in available

or all pets in their own home
All pets considered - even goats!
uest

st

Prices available on request

goats!

CT GEORGINA

53630
07496 653650

mail.com
espets19@gmail.com

LLEGE

UEST

GEORGIE’S
PETS ’N’
PONIES
CONTACT
GEORGIE’S
PETS
’N’
PONIES
GEORGINA
RICHARDS
Premium
pet sitting service
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED
Premium
pet sitting
service
Mobile
07496
653 630
REFERENCES AVAILABLE ON
*QUALIFIED AT REASEHEATH
COLLEGE

REQUEST

*QUALIFIED AT REASEHEATH COLLEGE

Email georgiespets19@gmail.com
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

Local
petpetsitter
sitter and
dogwalker
walker
Local
and dog
- £7 1/2 hour REFERENCES
£10 full hour
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
Equine
services
- from mucking
Puppy
care - Frequent
daily visits out to schooling
Holiday
- daily
visits yard
and/or
liveholiday
in available
Equinecover
services
- Including
duties,
cover, schooling,
hacking*

All pets considered - even goats!
Holiday cover provided for all pets in their own home
Prices
available on request
Prices available on request
All pets considered, even goats!

CONTACT GEORGINA

CONTACT GEORGINA

Mobile 07496Mobile
653630
07496 653650

Email georgiespets19@gmail.com
Email georgiespets19@gmail.com
*QUALIFIED AT REASEHEATH COLLEGE
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
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WALKING HIGH LEGH

My Mum, Christine Williams lives in High Legh on West Hall
Court and since the start of lock down has been walking the
streets of High Legh to raise money for Save the Children
Fund, a charity very close to our hearts. We are the only four
generations in the country to fund raise for the charity. Between
her and my youngest daughter Everly aged 22 months they aim
to walk 500 miles before Everly turns two on August 2nd.
So far they are up to 316 miles so are doing amazingly. We
wondered if you would be able to put an article in the High Legh
newsletter with the just giving address for local people to donate
if they would like. Mum walks every day morning and afternoon,
most days wearing her Save The Children T-shirt so if people
wanted to stop and chat to her she would absolutely love that.
Here is a link to the page and if you need any more information
about the walk or our family’s involvement with the charity
please don’t hesitate to ask.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
tiddletoddle
Fiona Redfern.
Many other residents are enjoying walks in our beautiful countryside. The fabulous
spring sunshine in April and May temped much exploration. Thank you to High Legh
Park Golf Club for the opportunity to walk through your grounds when the golf was out
of action. Mostly, people have been exploring our country lanes. The footpath map is on
the website:

http://www.highlegh.org.uk/index.php/about-high-legh/walks/50high-legh-footpaths.html
Page 16
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Some of the footpaths have gates or styles which could be covid infection hazards, so if
you explore the footpaths you might like to bring gloves and sanitiser.
There have been a lot of runners around High Legh. Our High Legh 10K Race road
route is on: https://www.highlegh10k.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/OVERALLhl10K-rOUTE.png

High Legh Nature
High Legh has had an unusual visitor which several people have noticed. It is an exotic
hoopoe. Thank you to Sue Edwards for the picture taken from your home in Gleyve.
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What a difference a year makes! This time last year we were celebrating the 5th anniversary
of the observatory opening with a well-attended birthday party
Now, due to the Covid pandemic and lockdown, the observatory is closed until further notice
– you cannot do social distancing inside the dome! However we’ve taken the opportunity to
do some maintenance work on site. This includes painting the compound fence and updating
the software on the Meade telescope.
Although our monthly Thursday talks are suspended, I’m in the process of videoing the talk
I was due to give in April on a brief history of large optical telescopes. We hope to make this
available to view on line.
The hours of darkness are short at this time of year, but if you’re late to bed or a very
early riser and the sky is clear, you will see 2 bright objects quite close together, low in the
southern sky. They are in fact the two planets Jupiter and Saturn. With good binoculars you
should be able to make out Jupiter’s moons and Saturn’s rings.
We have installed an special antenna at the observatory. Connected to a laptop with a radio
receiver dongle, it will allow us to detect meteors (shooting stars) by radar reflection, giving
blips on the screen. It is a well established method. Looking forward to trying this out during
the Perseid meteor shower in August, lockdown restrictions permitting.
Lockdown will come to an end and, as soon as we are able, we hope to resume our Friday
evening observing sessions at the observatory. But we will not do so until it is completely
safe to start again.

Meantime stay safe and, in the words of the late Stephen Hawking,
remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet.
John Anderson
Page 18
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Abbey Leys

Farm Shop
Fresh Farm Food at it’s Best!

• Organic Free Range Eggs
• Rich Brown Welsummer, Speckledy and White
Leghorn Eggs
• Duck Eggs, Pickled Eggs
Home Grown Potatoes, Fresh Fruit and Vegetables, Preserves and Abbey Leys Honey.
Farm Bakery - Breads, Cakes, Sponges, Fruit Pies and Beef Pies.
Farmhouse Cheshire Cheese, Butter, Milk, Lemon Cheese and Farmhouse Ice Cream

Farm Shop Opening Times:

Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9.00am – 6.00pm
9.00am – 5.00pm
10.00am – 4.00pm

Community Farmers Market
Opening Times:
10.00am – 1.00pm

Tel: 07707028061 Email: janet@abbeyleys.co.uk
www.abbeyleys.co.uk

Peacock Lane, High Legh WA16 6NS

ORCHARD SERVICE STATION LTD

OAK TREE GARAGE
WARRINGTON ROAD
HIGH LEGH WA16 0RT
(NEXT TO THE BEARS PAW)

•
•
•
•
•
•

SERVICING
BATTERY
TYRES
MOT
EXHAUSTS
BRAKES

TEL: 01925 755516
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ST JOHN’S CHURCH
It seems a life-time since I last wrote for the newsletter, and yet it is just 3 months ago. Since
then we have had the Covid-19 crisis and “lockdown”, with so much pressure on front-line
workers, so much pain and grief for many families and so much uncertainty - amongst life
and livelihoods.
But throughout those weeks, the country maintained support for each other and hope for the
future – the rainbows and teddies seen in windows, the Thursday evening applause for NHS
and health care professionals and neighbours delivering essentials and phoning to chat. This
has been true in High Legh as everywhere with our network of Street Champions. We are
thankful for the strong sense of community that has been built up over the years, here in High
Legh and which provided a firm foundation for the support needed by the more vulnerable in
our population.
For those of us able to benefit from the sunniest and second warmest spring on record,
walks around the village and chats with our neighbours (socially distanced of course!) meant
that the “lockdown” wasn’t as awful as it was for many others across the world. Many families
with young children found both demands and advantages during the last few months.
Home-schooling hasn’t always been easy but there has been the opportunity to spend more
time together and this has enabled some young children to acquire new skills – see the
article from John. Cycling may not be on the school curriculum but nevertheless it’s a vitally
important life skill that contributes to sustainable life on earth.
Along with churches across the country, St John’s has been closed since mid-March and this
felt especially difficult at such an important time in the church year with our most important
festival Easter followed by Pentecost and Trinity Sunday – all of which passed without our
usual celebrations in church. However, we have continued to worship with weekly recorded
services online.
Over the weeks we have rediscovered that the church is not just the building though I am
sure that many in the village would be sad to see the building itself fall into permanent disuse.
Nevertheless, as Christians our faith should show clearly in our everyday lives and that is
where our focus has been particularly over the last few months.
For the last two weeks we have been able to open our churches for those coming for
individual prayer - for those seeking to find peace and strength within the house of God. As
I write this we look forward to worshiping together from 5th July. The procedures we need to
put in place to minimise the risk of transmission will mean that public worship has a different
feel than it used to but be assured that whether or not you join us on Sundays at 10.00am for
Page 20

©High Legh Community Association 2020 | Registered Charity No 511391

Holy Communion or Wednesdays at 9.00 am for an informal service of morning Prayer, all of
you in High Legh will be in our thoughts and prayers. If anyone has a prayer request or would
like to talk about anything else please contact myself or any of the ministry team whose
details are on the church notice-board and website.

Revd Trish Cope.

LITTLE ACORNS
We look forward to opening up Little Acorns
once again for little ones and their carers,
perhaps as soon as September.
Liz Marland

NORTH DRIVE BICYCLE
During lockdown this elderly resident of North Drive
has been delighted by the sights and sounds of
small children playing out on our quiet street –
which has been virtually devoid of traffic over the
last few months. In particular, it has been great
to see tots, supervised usually by both parents,
practicing their two-wheeler cycling skills on our
straight stretch of cul-de-sac. Sometimes both
mum and dad are also on their bicycles to show
the children the way but the agility & balance of
these little ones is quite amazing and they
sometimes outstrip their parents.
With the increase in bicycling during
lock-down, pop-up cycle lanes now
appearing in towns and demand for
bicycles outstripping supply, perhaps
this is the shape of things to come. We
are fortunate to have a growing network
of traffic-free trails open to cycling, so
maybe the next generation can be lured
away from their screens to discover the
freedom of bicycling that we enjoyed as kids
& still do many years on!!

John Cope.

P.S.
Perhaps in 20
years we will see
these youngsters
become part of
Team GB!
Trish Cope.
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Since April, the Parish Council have been holding meetings via Zoom but as we were not
able to hold an Annual Meeting this year here is our Chair’s Report:

Chair’s Report 2019/2020

I would like to thank all fellow councillors for their continued work, time and effort that
they put in on a voluntary basis to help our great community. Without all of this work the
village of High Legh would not be the place it is, and indeed without this support it will
not become the place we all envisage. I would also like to thank the many volunteers and
helpers, from the Village Hall Management Committee and Community Association to the
Sunday afternoon teas and all the other great teams across the Parish and to Helen Wright
for the day to day running of the Village Hall. The smooth running of the Parish Council,
even through these strange times, is largely down to the enormous effort of one person
in particular – our clerk Doreen Walker. On behalf of all my fellow councillors, thank you
Doreen.
Our continued focus for the year has been around roads and transport; ensuring the
sustainability of the village; planning a consistent approach; and local improvements and
amenities as well as safeguarding the village for future generations. We continue to very
actively engage and monitor developments of HS2, Northern Powerhouse Rail and other
schemes that would have impact on the community. We will continue to push to maintain
the rural nature of the village and resist creeping development from Appleton Thorn
direction.

Roads and Transport - The Parish Council continues to be very concerned about traffic
safety in and around the Parish. This year the Council installed another vehicle activated
speed reminder (VASLR) on the A50. We have also purchased another which will go on
West Lane, northbound. We continue to see enforcement as a key issue in the area and
not just for speeding but the HGV transgressions on Swineyard Lane towards the industrial
units in Appleton are an ongoing problem. We thank our local Police for sparing what
resource they can and continue to press for more as well as better methods from Cheshire
East. Cllr Sykes has been liaising with the various Warrington meetings and businesses
to try and ease the HGV situation. Cllr John Sykes also takes the lead on the positioning
and timing of the VASLRs in the parish and any suggestions can be directed to him, but we
note that best practice means that these should be moved periodically.
Following our successful lobbying and with support from our County Councillor, Kate
Parkinson, Cheshire East have installed the traffic calming islands and pedestrian refuges
on the A50 near the Village Hall, giving an easier way to cross the A50.
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HS2 and NPR - The Parish Council continues to monitor HS2 developments. We lobbied
and continue to lobby through any and all relevant channels against the whole concept of
HS2 in this area and also against the details in order that if it does go ahead, we are able
to try and mitigate the outcome and disruption. Particular thanks go to Cllrs Coenen and
Adams.

Planning Consistency, Village Sustainability - The Council continues to press

Cheshire East to adopt as open and consistent approach to planning as possible. Our
main focus has been to maintain the rural setting of High Legh, respecting the Greenbelt
and managing a strong future for the village. We continually press, in so far as we can,
to get applications reviewed in a timely manner and for there to be good consistency in
the approach. Cllr Cooper has done a great job as Chair of the Planning committee and
managing to keep a consistent approach for the Parish while keeping up pressure for
response from CE.
The need to have a good functioning school is, we see paramount to the continued
success of High Legh and the funding of that school is something we will be pressing CE
and our MP about as we move forward.
The Neighbourhood Plan is being developed on behalf of the PC by a great team of
volunteers nobly lead by Cllr Adams. It has made great progress and responses to the
latest round of questionnaires show how committed many are to the future of High Legh.
We would like to thank all those involved in the project, especially Cllr Adams and Nick
Gerrard.

Rural Broadband - The Parish Council, with help from parishioner Ross Thomasson,

have got a local internet supplier to be able to install fast internet without cables across the
parish even in rural farms and buildings. The supplier, Vispa, provide an excellent service
from installation to operation without disruption. Anyone looking for an improved internet
speed should contact Vispa – details are at https://www.vispa.net/, as the more that join
the better the service.

Local improvements and amenities - This essential, but often overlooked, element
of Parish Council work was given new impetus this year as we set up the Improvements,
Amenities Appearance Committee (IAAC). These many, often small improvements are
what keeps High Legh such a nice place to live and thanks go to Councillors Coenen,
Morton and Wright.
Plastic Free High Legh was launched at the Farmers Market on 1 March. We will be
applying for accreditation and will be getting the community involved. Nigel Hennerley is
the Community Leader.
There will no doubt be many more challenges in the forthcoming year, but I would like
to end my report by reiterating what a great place High Legh is to live in, what a great
community there is and what a great future it has. I look forward to the opportunity of
serving on the Council and thank all the councillors and any other volunteers who help to
make High Legh so special.
Cllr William Hind Chair
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Dog fouling - Please pick up and bag and take it home or put it in one of the bins around

the village.

Do you have a hedge adjacent to a footpath? A polite reminder that if you have a
hedge/shrubs adjacent to a footpath it is your responsibility to maintain them so it is safe
for pedestrians to walk on the footpath.
Police - Our PCSO Emma Darroch can be contacted on 101 or Mobile Phone:
07989438404 (Only turned on when on duty) her email is: emma.darroch@cheshire.pnn.
police.uk.
Subscribe to our email updates by emailing the clerk.
Cllr William Hind (Chairman) Tel: 07721661884
Mrs Doreen Walker (Clerk) Tel: 01925 754818
Email: clerk@highleghparishcouncil.gov.uk www.highleghparishcouncil.gov.uk

BEARS PAW
COUNTRY INN & RESTAURANT

TABLES
WILL HAVE
TO BE
BOOKED IN
ADVANCE

TAKEAWAY
AVAILABLE
Along side our 2 courses

Al la carte £14.50

menu & daily specials

N o1

restaurant in
Knutsford on
Trip Advisor

We have a set price 3 courses

m en u ava i la b le:

£16.95

now open all day
SatURDAY for fooD 12-9pm
& SUNDAY 12-8.30pm
Week days 12 -2.30pm &
6pm-9pm

Sunday set menu

1 courses £11.95

| 2 courses £14.50 | 3 courses £16.95

Check out our web page for all menus available at thebearspawinn.co.uk

Or call 01925 752573

Page 24

Bears Paw Country Inn & Restaurant
BEARSPAWCO

@PawBears
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Bell

a

After running off in Wrenshot Lane
on 2nd June and roaming wild
Bella our lovely cocker spaniel
returned to where she left on 26th
June. Apart from severe weight
loss she seems to have suffered
no ill effects and is happily back
home.
We are so grateful to everyone
who helped look out for her – we
cannot name them all because
we do not know who they all are
but words cannot express our
gratitude.

Overjoyed
Pat and Bob Sutton.

High Legh external cleaning

Window cleaning service
All external glass, frames, doors & sills cleaned every time

Windows | Gutters - Paving | UPVC | Conservatories
Please contact Gareth on 07305 839434 or 01925 879355

www.highleghclean.co.uk
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HIGH LEGH WOMENS INSTITUTE
As with other groups we have not been able to meet up for 4
months. Missing out on interesting speakers, no outings, and
walks. The Book Reading Group will have completely forgotten
the last book we read. Some members have been sewing Draw
String Bags for the NHS. Gardens have been carefully tended
and cakes baked.
High Legh WI has a link WI in New Zealand at Maunu which is a suburb of Whangarei on the
North Island.. They are out of lockdown now and able to have their first meeting, all be it a
cup of tea in a member’s house. It is their Winter now, so no meeting in the garden.

Summer in Whangarei

Their hairdressers were open, so their ladies are all cut and permed again. Not like here
yet! Her husband had to queue for an hour to get his hair cut and after sanitising he had
the cut and was charged twice the normal price!! They have had three more earthquakes
but thankfully no damage done. Comparing shopping I was told they are short of Yeast and
Baking Powder, and amazingly so are we. So much in common.
I watched a Railway Adventures programme on the TV that was across the North Island to
Auckland, and when I mentioned it to Sue, our NZ correspondent, she said that she had
done the trip with her husband 10 years ago. We compared the different places on the trip.
Looking forward to meeting up at the Village Hall soon.

Janis Brind
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gh Legh
Hi

HIGH LEGH BOWLING CLUB

Bowling Club

I guess that the virulence of the coronavirus has taken the majority of us by surprise and it
could be some time yet before we can claim to have the virus under control and we can get
back to normal or a “new” normal at least.
Clearly there are issues which currently far outweigh the closing of a bowling green, but I
thought I should keep you up to date with the situation at High Legh Bowling Club. We should
thank all those who have stuck to the rules on social distancing, isolation, shielding etc. These
measures have brought us a long way in the fight to defeat the virus. The government’s rules
meant that there could be no bowling at all in the first few months of the lockdown but by
mid-May we had a slackening of the rules regarding the use of the bowling green.

Phase 1 in re-opening of Green
The British Crown Green Bowling Association (BCGBA) introduced guidelines which
allowed us to have up to two members (with one jack) on the green at any one time with no
supporters allowed. This easing of the rules was backed up by strict guidelines on sanitising,
only using own bowls, keeping to the 2-metre distancing rule amongst other measures. Use
of the clubhouse and toilets was not permitted and the club was responsible for maintaining
records of those members who had used the green in case of any tracking and tracing
of contacts. This meant that we needed to record the names of every member who had
used the green at one time and date. Fortunately there has been no reason to provide the
information so far.
To keep control of the situation High Legh Bowling Club introduced a simple booking system
which involved one person taking bookings for 1 hour sessions, by email or telephone and
entering them on an online calendar which all members could access. This saved a lot
of time in allocating times as players could check availability before booking. No need for
endless emails and phone calls.
The jokes and cartoons inserted in the last newsletter were well received by one or two
readers. So here are a few more:
Q: If there’s a referee in football and an umpire in cricket, what is there in
bowls?
A: Goldfish.

I took up playing bowls but soon gave it up. Couldn’t believe how much bias there was
to the game.
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Phase 2 in re-opening of Green
As the signs of a further decrease in the infection rate began to appear the BCGBA issued
further guidelines easing the restrictions on the use of the green. Essentially the new rules
allowed us to have two jacks on the green at any one time, allowing up to four players to play
at the same time. All other restrictions remain in place.
Approximately 40 members have so far have taken the opportunity to arrange games or to
practice on their own. We are now anticipating further easing of the rules which would, for one
thing, allow us to use the clubhouse and it’s facilities.
I would like to thank all the players who have kept me informed of their plans and particularly
letting me know when a booking had been cancelled. This is particularly important for keeping
accurate records of green usage. We cannot get away from the effects of fluctuations in the
weather and we have players who had to cancel their plans due to high rainfall or excessively
high temperatures.

Competitive Bowling
All matches in our leagues have been postponed until further notice but it seems that all league
bowling will not start again until next season.
The Club Committee, however, are looking at the feasibility of running two of our club
competitions through July and August. They are hoping that the Men’s singles and the Ladies’
singles knockouts can be contested using the booking system already in place. The format
will essentially be the same as that used for many years now. Players will go into a draw to be
paired and then will arrange a match using the booking system. The result will be submitted
to the organiser for the winner to proceed to the next round. Each round will have a deadline
date for completion. The main difference from the existing format is that we will not be able to
arrange a formal semi-finals and finals day unless the rules are eased further. We hope that, in
the absence of competitive bowling, we will have a good turnout for these competitions.

Other Business
Our planned Beetle Drive fell victim to the virus and our planned “away day” in Southport in August
has been cancelled. No doubt these events will be re-scheduled once the restrictions end.
The club’s top bowler, a guy who had won every club championship numerous times,
was known for carrying a little black book which regularly consulted during games.
Whenever he stood on the mat, with a particularly difficult situation, he would take out
this little book and then make a brilliant shot. Eventually he died and there was great
interest in this book. many of the club’s members approached the man’s widow asking
what she was planning to do with this legendary book. As a shrewd woman who was
also in need of funds, she decided to auction the book off to the highest bidder. The
auction was held at the club and after some very spirited bidding a member, who had
often finished second to the now deceased champion, took possession of the much
sought after and now quite expensive book. He could scarcely wait to take the book
home and peruse its pages at leisure. He sat himself down in his study and began to
leaf through the pages - and he found that the pages were blank! He finally came to a
single page that had one sentence on it.
It said; “small circle on the inside.”
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Join us (but just not yet)
As always, the invitation goes out to anyone who would like to take up crown green bowling to
contact us. In the present situation, we cannot promise any competitive bowling but could arrange
introductory “lessons” for newcomers. If you require any information about the Club, you can
contact our President, Jack Stant on 07831121735 or by email at jack.stant@btinternet.com

HIGH LEGH TENNIS CLUB BULLETIN June 2020
During the enforced lockdown the tennis club has invested in cleaning and repainting
the courts and buying new tennis nets and net posts. The courts look amazing and
all the members and guests are making use of these fantastic new facilities. The club
is now open to social play and also coaching in a limited capacity.
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MEMBERSHIP OFFER
The club are offering a membership
offer to all new members who have
not previously been a member of High
Legh Tennis Club.

NEW
ADULT
MEMBERS

£100

UNDER
18’s

UNDER
11’s

£47

£62

UNDER
7’s

£35

Membership can be purchased at
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HighLeghTennisClub/Membership/Join

COACHING UPDATE
Our Junior Coaching is divided into five specific age groups: Tots Tennis (4-6 years), Mini
Tennis Red (8 years and under), Mini Tennis Orange (9 years and under), Mini Tennis Green
(10 years and under) and Junior Tennis (11-18 years). Each age group uses a different colour
ball, a different size court and a different size racket. The group lesson courses enable juniors
to learn all the techniques and tactics needed to improve their game in addition to learning the
rules of tennis.
The tennis coaching groups will start again in September 2020.

JUNIOR TEAM SUCCESS
High Legh continues to be THE tennis club for junior tennis in Cheshire. With the most junior
team entries in Cheshire in both the winter 2019-2020 season and the summer 2020 season
the club has again had remarkable success with 9 teams reaching play offs and finals in the
winter team competition.

HOLIDAY CAMPS

Summer Holiday Tennis Camps will be running on the following dates:

CAMP 1

CAMP 2

Monday 6th Friday 10th

Monday 13th Friday 17th

JULY

CAMP 6

AUGUST

Monday 10th Friday 14th

CAMP 3

CAMP 4

Monday 20th Friday 24th

Monday 27th Friday 31st

JULY

CAMP 7

AUGUST

Monday 17th Friday 21st

JULY

JULY

CAMP 8

AUGUST

Monday 24th Friday 28th

CAMP 5

AUGUST

Monday 3rd Friday 7th

CAMP 9

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday 1st Friday 4th

Camps are available for all ages (4-16) and will be run by our fantastic coaching team. Please
note the camps are also very much open for older juniors.
If you would like any information on Membership, Coaching or Camps at High Legh Tennis
Club, please don’t hesitate to contact Nick on (gorenick@mail.com) or call 0794309890

If you would like any information on the tennis at High Legh Tennis Club, please don’t
hesitate to contact Emma Silcock (emmasilcock@mail.com) or phone 07985605565
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HIGH

LEGH
Directory of

CONTACTS

Gas leaks or supply outages
(National Grid) 0800 111 999
Water or sewerage leaks or mains supply outages
(United Utilities) 0345 672 3723
Electrical mains supply outages
(SPEnergy) 105 or 0800 001 5400
regardless of who you pay your bills to

Village Hall Manager Helen Wright 07703 194052 or highleghvhall@gmail.com
Newsletter articles and advertising contact Jenny Pearce 01925 756171
Email jennifer.pearce@talktalk.net and Website www.highlegh.org.uk
Send your email to whatsoninhighlegh@gmail.com to receive monthly
“whats on in High Legh” notifications.

Facebook High Legh Community Association Sunday Teas Trish Adams 01925 755983
HL Parish Council Cllr. William Hind (Chairman) 07721 661 884
Mrs Doreen Walker (Clerk) 01925 754818 or email clerk@highleghparishcouncil.gov.uk
Police PCSO Emma Darroch contact on 101 or knutsford.npu@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
HL Primary School 01925 753713 or email admin@highlegh.cheshire.sch.uk
PTA Emma Openshaw 07867 831946 & Rebecca Booth 07884 028094 (Co-chairs)
email team@highleghpta.org
HL Pre School 01925 756061/07955 884 064 nursery.highlegh@gmail.com
St John’s Church Rev. Philip Robinson 01565 830595 Rev. Trish Cope 01925 754787
Coffee and Friendship Doreen Walker 754818 or email doreenwalker@btinternet.com
HL Community Observatory John Anderson www.highlegh-communityobservatory.com
HL Women’s Institute (President) Jean Evans 755979
HL Bowling Club Jean Mason 753643 or email secretary@highleghbowls.co.uk
HL Park Golf Club 01565 830 888 or email info@highleghpark.com
HL Tennis Club (Head of Tennis) Emma Silcock 07985 605 565 or email emmasilcock@mail.com
HL Community Transport 755394 / 07876 161 893 or email jeromeevans@sky.com
Cheshire East Council Cllr K. Parkinson 07565 158989 or email kate.parkinson@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Dancercise Bernie 07758 733 312 or email bernadettesumner9@gmail.com
Pilates Penny Fonteyn 07925 591 894
Appalachian Dance 07930 912 109 or email cathj123@hotmail.com
West Coast Swing Dance www.dancejunkies.co.uk/styled-2/index.html
Baby Ballet Joanne Turner jt.dance@hotmail.co.uk
HL Bridge Club (Chairman) Jeanne Holden 01925 752361
Tai Chi contact via Trish Adams 755983 or email trishhlca@gmail.com
Tango Classes contact simon.auty@icloud.com
Hatha Yoga contact Gill Lewis 07764 826011
Mindfulness contact Dr Sheila French, 07811 357208 sheila@trainmymind.co.uk
Information on this page about
Emergencies, High Legh CA, Newsletter and Village Hall Users

was checked at the time of publication, No responsibility can be taken for any errors or omissions
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LOCAL SERVICES
ORCHARD SERVICE STATION
SERVICING & REPAIRS
MOT TESTING
EXHAUSTS FITTED FREE
WARRINGTON ROAD
By the Bears Paw

Tel: 01925 755516

Donna L. Lowe M.Ch.S
State Registered Chiropodist

Surgery: 17, Ashley Rd, Altrincham, WA14 2DT

Joe Randlo

07541827006

jstgardening@outlook.co.uk

Telephone
0161 928 5033
HOME VISITS BY APPOINTMENT

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
NICEIC Registered

Over 25 years in business
From a fuse in a house rewire.
No Job to small
Please ring Ben Entwistle

07763 400405

LADIES AND GENTS
HAIRDRESSERS
1a HIGH LEGH ROAD
BROOMEDGE

Telephone:

01925 754484
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms
Studies & Fitted Lounge
Furniture
MAN and VAN
• Careful, Considerate Man with Large Van
• Courier Service - Full or Part Load
• White Goods, Motor Bikes, Furniture
• Full or Part House Clearance
• Licensed for Rubbish Removal

Phone Tom Ford 07747 415330
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Suppliers of Fitted Furniture to
High Legh Village Hall

MARK TAYLOR
07966 421195
marktaylorfurniture@gmail.com
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LOCAL SERVICES

HIGH LEGH

GARY PERCIVAL

PODIATRY

TEL: 01925 419009
MOB: 07970 252 001

Home visiting service for
all of your footcare needs

garypercivaldecorators@gmail.com

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Georgina Pierce
BSc DPodM MChS

HCPC Registered
Chiropodist / Podiatrist

T:07845 678918
E: podiatry.gina@gmail.com

• Tree Surgery

True care when you can’t be there!
Small dog boarding

Dog Walking

Pet sitting

The alternative to
kennels

Scheduled daily walks

Home visit service

Loving home in a rural
location

Fully insured and
CRB/DBS checked

Cats and other small
animals
Covering High Legh,
Lymm and
surrounding areas

See client testimonials on my website:
www.paws4thoughtpetcare.co.uk
For further information and to book a free home visit consultation
phone Anne on 07743325948

• Tree
Surgery
• Stump
Grinding
• Fully Trained Staﬀ
• Stump
Grinding
• 5mil Public & Employers Liability Insurance
• Established
2002
• Fully
Trainedsince
Staff
5mil
Public
& Employers
Liabilitychannel to
Please •
ﬁnd
us on
Facebook
or visit our YouTube
see recent projects undertaken.
Insurance
•Tel:
Established
since 2002
01925 75 2769 Mob: 07747 844675

Please
find us on Facebook or visit
www.cheshiretrees.co.uk
our YouTube channel to
see recent projects undertaken.
Tel: 01925 75 2769
Mob: 07747 844675

www.cheshiretrees.co.uk
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LOCAL SERVICES
LOOK BOOK
2019 TREND –
SIMPLE IS THE
BEST

Fresh local flowers for every occasion
delivered to your door
Free delivery within a 5 mile radius

Why not take a
look at our gallery
and discover all of
our bespoke,
LOOK BOOK
wedding or
corporate.

RY
Spring, Summer & Christmas WorkshopsLOOKVEBOOK
2019 TREND –

SIMPLE IS THE
GALLERY
BEST

in my Flower Barn at Aston by Budworth

POPULAR

2019 TREND –

Why not take a
SIMPLE
look at
our galleryIS THE
and discover
BEST all of
our bespoke,
wedding or
Why
take
(ring before you come
just innot
case
I’m a
out delivering)
corporate.

Ring me on 07970927161 or landline 01565777262
for more information or pop in

look at our gallery
and discover all of
our bespoke,
wedding or
corporate.

GALLERY

GALLERY

David Blake
Window & Gutter Cleaning

Mob: 07710 969327
15 Oakfield Avenue,
Knutsford WA16 8JB

• Lawns and borders
• Edges and hedges
• Patios, drives and gutters
• Garden makeovers
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With Spring approaching most of us are looking forward to warmer, longer days ahead. Why not
take up golf in 2020? As one of the UK’s largest participation sports its a great way of meeting
new people, making the most of beautiful scenery and is available for all ages and abilities
to enjoy.
At High Legh Park we have some of the best practice facilities in the North West and is home to
the American Golf National Golf Academy with 7 PGA professional coaches permanently on site.
The club also has two stunning courses as well as a 6 Hole Pitch and Putt course that is free for
Juniors under the age of 18.
Golf rounds start from £7.00 on the Academy course and £15 on the Championship Course.

6 Hole Pitch & Putt Course
9 Hole Academy Course
18 Hole Championship Course
Excellent Practice Facilities



Starting in Spring, we will be holding Sunday Junior sessions and competitions every fortnight to
help encourage Juniors into golf. The sessions are for all ages and include tuition and mini games
for beginners to Handicap Qualifiers for advanced players.
The Junior Sessions are £2 for non-members and last approximately 3 hours. More information
can be found under the Junior section on www.theagacademy.co.uk.

CALL 01565 830888 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR VISIT:
www.highleghpark.com

www.theagacademy.co.uk

High Legh Park Golf Club, Warrington Rd, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 0WA

High Legh Community Transport
Take the worry out of your transport arrangements
for your special occasion
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to and from children’s party venues
• Transport
service to and from events held at the High Legh Village Hall
• Shuttle
available to support local events
• Service
service for your family and guests at weddings, parties etc.
• Shuttle
to airports and UK holiday destinations
• Transport
Activities
• Educational
• Door-to-Dine Service

School service to and from Lymm High School, collection
from The Belfry, Rensherds Place and Park

T: 01925 755394 M: 07876 161893
E: jeromeevans@sky.com

